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Teacher's Note

This unit discusses the role of the government in providing public facilities = well 25 in implementing
laws that apply to matket, factory and the working conditions of peaple The ajm is to aliow
students tp understand the ways in which this mile ofthe government is linked to concerns addressed
in aur Fundamentidl Rights It 5 thislink to nghts thal provides a confiection 1o'similar issues
raised in earlier chapters. Also the discussion'in the Ciass VI and VIl textbooks on livelihoods and
markets respectively can also be used to provide 3 epatext.for discussions jn Chapler 8,

Chapter 7 uses water as the primary example ta discuss public faoilities. It is important that the
student understand quite clearly what is meant by the idea of public facjiities and why the
government needs to playa crucial rolein their provision and, therefore, take overall responsibility.
The idea af equity, or the equal avallability, affordability and qiality of water for 2ll, is one of the
key issues related to public facilities that the chapterhighlights. [n the classroonm discussion, (tis
crucial to separate the discussion on the importance of the government's role in providing public
facilities from their current unequal provision. This means that the fact that persons currently get
different amounts of water should not be viewed as a reason for the gevernment ot being able to
provide public facilities.

Chapter 8 discusses the cenfral mole of the gowvernment in reguiafing economic activities. This is
largely done through laws and the chapter focuses on the importante of implementing existing
laws as well a5 making new laws to protect the rights of workers, consumers and producers in the
market The Bhopal gas tratedy is discussed =€ an example of the lax enforcement of the laws. it
is quite likely that students might have not heard of this tragedy and it would be helpful to have
them research this and perhaps create s wallpaper or skit on this for the entire school. The websites
indicated at the end of the book could be used for additional reference material. The Bhopal oas
tragedy also marked the moment in which ‘environmental’ issues became Intrinsically finked to
laws.on the economy and the chapter briefly discusses this aswell. The idea of accountability of
the manufacturer as well as the government to the workers and the citizens at large is one of the
key ideas underlying this chapter.
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Amu and Kimar are
travelling throush

Chenviay 1 a bus. As

they go round thiz iy,
they observe the water
facilities available m SAIDAPET
different parts of r

Chennai... Peiddima
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Water and the People of Chennai

Sénior gpovérnment official:s like Mr Ramapopal live
it Anng Nagar, Chennay This area looks lush and
green with lawns memtmned by 3 penerons spraving
of water Bungalesw: hére have tap water for major
part of the dav. On davs when the-water supply is
inadequate, Mr Ramasopal speaks to 2 <enior otheial
whom he knews m the mumeipal water board and 2
water tanker 15 2asly arranged for his homse

Like mnost areas of the oy, Subramanian’s apattments 1
Alvlanore suffess from water thortage This area pets
mumcnyal water oneen too davd, A prvate borevell mests:

V. Vs hivee sicen dise Tout some of the reudents’ water needs. Borewell water s,
situations illustrated above. however, brackish so the rendents uss 1t 1n ther tolets
Based an these, what and for washing. For other uses, water is purchased from
et d,“ g get of Th“ tankere. Subramamen spends opto-Re S80-600 per menth
water situation in Chennai? : .

on buning water from ‘the tankers. For dnnking wazer,
2. Pick out the various sources renidents have instlled water punfication 3vstems in ther
of water for houschold use T

from the description alongside.

3. What, in your view, is similay,  Sitalives en rentonthe first fioor of 2 house in Madipakdiam
and what is different in and pets wates onee in four dave Shortase of water i¢ one
Suhm_manian's and Padma’s maor seasen whT Sra can't bong hig family to Chenna:
—— For deinking Siva bups bottled water.

4. Write a parsyraph

describing the water supply Padma works a: 3 domestic belp in Sadapet and lives in
situation in your area. the asarby shuriy She piars 2 reat of Ra 630 for the hutment.
5. Why docs water flow in which has neither 3 bathroem nos 3 tap connection For 30
trickle in summer in most plices.  such hutments thefe i 3 common tap at one comier, in which
ia india? Find out. water comes from 2 borewell for 20 mnures roee daly: A
Discuss: Is there a general i‘:ﬂﬂll]"-‘ EEls D Hil a mazimum of three h_l’]-tkﬂ‘t‘i withm thie

shortage of water for everyone time. The samie water is used for washine and drinkmg In
in Chennai? Can you think of
Iwo ressons why different
people get varying amounts of
waler?

sumwner. the flow becomes 2 trckle, 3o that one famuly gets
witer only 2t the cost of another. People have  wart long
hours for water tankess

e S0Cial 50 Polifical Lie
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Water as Part of the Fundamental Right

to Life

Water 15 essentual for [ife and Tor pood health. Not only st
pecessary tor us to be ableto meet our datly needs but zafe

donlimpwgtes can prevent meny water-related disease: Indis
baz one-of the larzest number of cases of diseaszes such as

diarrhoea. dyseéntery, cholera. Over 1,600 Indians, most of

them children below the age of free reportedly die averyday
becanse of warsr-relared dissates Thesé deathe can bé
prevented if people haveaccess tosafe dnnmingwarer

The Consnmtion of India recopmses the nehtto (rater st beme
a part of the Right to Lafe under Arnele 21 This meane tharst
19 the right of every person, whether nich or poor, to have
sutficient ameounts of water fo fulfil s her daly needz ata
poce that he/she'can atford. In otherwords, there should be
trrrersal groess (o waler

There have beea several court cases iz which both the High

Courts and the Supremie Court have held that thenght to safe-

donking water 5 2 Fundaments] Right In 2007, the Andhrs
Pradesh High Court restated thas winle heardiny 3 case based

on & letter wotten by 2 willager of Makbobaagar distnet on:

the contantination of drinking water Thevillages’s complaint
was that 2 texnle company was dischargme p{:i::—ﬂ-ﬂﬂus_thﬂmuls
mnto 2 sisim near lus llage; contarmnatide sround wa
wihich wae the source for wopanon and donkine weter The
judees directed the NMahbubnagar district callector to supply
25 hitzes of wates to sach pesson i the wilzpe.

Public Facilities

Like water, there are other essential facilities that need
to be promided for evervore: Lastvear vou read ahout
twao other such fialites: healtheare and samtaton
Sermolarly. there sre things hke electnicty, puble
transport, schoals and calleses thatare also necessary
These are known 25 public facilities.

A cLEAﬁ WATER

Lu AND SAHITATIUH

Sustainable Development Goal [SDG)
WWRLIN L. Ty
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The (nilksn Carmtiturion guarantsss the Fght e
Educstio St ll chillk=n betiwsen tie fES ol
518 year= Equity in the:ochoofing faciines
gugdabis 1o gl ciiidren & &n MpOTERT BSpeCT
i thés Faght. Homesesr, scilvisie smd sxhpes
warking e educatioh favs docursentsd die
fecrithet celmeling im Indie continges 1o b=
ity unequEmE

The yobsinmisnt hesds 10 =y ih Etiss fols in providng
-SepYHIE BEes3 10 prepe hesith faciines for the enure
priEim T s e srelicstion of peemsng
diacis [lhs poly o st in e shoss ghotagaph

e S0Cia| and Poditical Lie

The impormant charactensoc of a public fachry s thatonce 1
15 provided, itz benefits ean be chased by many people. For
wstance, 2 schooln the illage waill enable many cinidren to pet
educated. Simlarks the supply of electnatrto an area can be
peefu] for many people farmer: can ron pumpsets (o rogate
their fields people can open <mall workshops that mn on
electnoty, students will find it easier to studr and mostpeople
in the mllage wll benéehtn some way or the other

The Government’s Role

Grven that public fachines aze so xmpomant, someonse must
carry the resporsibility of promding these te
the people. This “someone’ 15 the povernment 'Gne of the
most important functions of the pgovernment
15 1o ensure that thesé public @aliies aré made
avaizble to everyone: Let us v zod undarstand why the
government (and only the government) omst bear this
responsibiity,

We: have seen that prvate companies opérate for profit in
the market. You reéad about this m the chapier on
the ‘Stooy of 2 Short an venr Class VII boeok In most of
the public facilitres, thére 13 no proht to be had. For
ezample: what profit can accrue to & company for keeping
the drawns clean or runmg an gnt-malang carmpaignr A
private company will probably not be mterssted in
urrdertalnng such work.

But, for other public Famlings such as schoonls and hosmtals,
pavete companiss may well be intesested. We have many
of these, particularly i larse cities. Sumlarly. of vou are
hyving in 3 o2 *'"_ Tou will have seen prvate compames

supplring water through tankers or supplvng donking:
water 10 sealed botiles. In cuch eases, prvate companies
provide public facthties but st 3 price that only some people
can afford Henece, this faeility e pot available to all ot an
affordable rate If we go by the mule thar pesple will get as
much a= they can pay for thén many péople who cannot
atford to pay for such facihnes Wil be depnived of the
epportunty to hive a decent Ife.

L2425




Clearly, this ic not 2 desirshle oprion. Public facilifies rélateto As Amu and Kumar ride
people’s basic needs. Aoy modern socicry requiresthatthese aroond Chennai...
facilities are provided so that people's basic nesdsare met. The

Rz‘ghttﬂi_ftethatth Goﬂmmmfﬂrm

, =

thm'efa:e n:-m:bethm a{thegavmmm.

Amu: Did you notice that the
roads in Sajdapet were so humpy
and without streetlights? |
wonder what the place Is like at
night.
Kumar; What better can you
expect in-a slum!
Amu; Why should slums be like
that? Shouldn't they have public
focilitles?
Kumar: | think public facilities
are for all those who live in
proper houses in colonies They
are the people who pay taxes
Amu: Why do you say that! Slum
p— dwellers are also citizens and
Central Government Spends Money on they have nghts too.

E".m, 'ﬂ“?h Kumar: Arrzy! The government
(s will go bankrupt this way!

Amu: Well, it has ta find a way.
Can you imagine what it would
be like to live in a slum without
proper roads, water, electricity?
Kumar: Err..

Amu; Our Constitution recognises
many of the public facilities as
being a part of the-Hight to Life
The govemment must see that
these rights are protected =0 that
pvenyane can lead a decent life

Whaose point of view do you

e
' Source: Unive: Buddet 2024-25  agree with?

Chapier 9 Pubiic Faoiiiiss se——
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1. What are public facilities? Why should the government be respopsible for providing
public facilities?

Z The government can gel private companies to deliver some of the public facilities For
instance, contracts for building roads are given to private coptractors. Distribution of
electricity in Delhi is dong by two private companies However, the government must keep
a close waich on these and ersure that they fulfil their commitment to reach these
faailities to &ll people and at affordable prices

Why do you think the government must assume the overall responsibility for public
facilities even when it gets private companies to do part of the job?

3, Look at your water bill and find out what the minimum rate is for municipal water in
your ares: Does the rate increase &5 the use of water increases? Why do you think the
government charges a higher rate for greater use of water?

% Find out the various kinds of taxes people pay to the government by talking 1o 2 salatied
person, @ person running his or her own Factoryfbusiness and & shopkegper. Share your
findings in the elassroom with your teacher.

Tax Revenue of Central Government
Rupee Comes From

== Ta — = =

Sowrre: Linnn- lodges XL 28

Brzey s e mas! mepwiens tonms of pobic
LRSS aveE dhort disimnces 1t o the main ik
fa te wddkpisza for mesineity of e working
. Wirh ragid. erimnizn, e putilic bus
VentEms & in S msjar s heg Aot badn aEe
1 ke=p up with the Jemand

Az = alEmETVE, 1N SovEITITEN has slamned
Etinnd il il dreiect fof Blethiand oths
PEtropoliten CTEs, {9 17,000 trore was spant
fram e gueEne=l dnss lor ts conmmuttne
of ‘the Tirst segment of (he mefaral in Beflm
imifg the =St EEchwlugy. Fesel tawe snimis
ol thsi this msssive expendifilis could haus
ksen svoesd IF ey g freefom af thiz srgang
WL spsol o upwading the puble b pysien
Wosld yoo sgree? Whar ob 2o think zedld Be:
e suten for obhar repmes 2l s

eesse—————— S0CIE a0 Poilical Life




Water Supply to Chennai: Is it Available
to All?

While there is no doubt that public finikities chould be made.

available to all, in reality we see that there s 2 great shortage

of suck falites, In the rest of thus chapter, we will zead

about the: provision of water, whicl a2z we have seen, s 2
public Bality of great importance.

Water supplr m Chenrai, gswe saw at the -epmmng of the

about halfthe needs of the people of the aify, on an average.
There aré sreas which pet water more regularly than others.
Those areas that aze close to the storage POINTS FELMIOIEWELEL
wheces: colonies ficther away receine less water

The borden of shorfalls 1n water 5\11:@17 falls mosthr.on

the poor. The middle class. when Bced with wvatex

shortages, are able to cope through 3 vanety of prvate

sreans such o digeing borerwells, buring wate from tackers
and usiag botded water for donkne.

Apart from the availability of water, secess to ‘safe’

drnking water is also avalable ro some and thus depends.

or what ons can afford. Once agan, the wealthy have more
choices, thanks to the booming. market n botled water
and water punifiers. People who can afford it have safe

donking water, whezeas: the poor age again left out In

reality; therefore, it seems that it 1 ﬂﬂ}rpmglew-thmﬂﬂfr

who have the dght to water —a-far czy from the poal of

i rurdd gisay, weter 2 reeded bath for hurean
goeBd be yee by the camle THe comices:of
witer aze e, fBendpumpz, pordz.gnd
Tometimes gvetand ks Much of thess ae
privsisty pnngd Compsead 1o the rbas &sas,
thefs i1 84 even grester shartege of oS
wetr 2umply in nasl gess

202425
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In Search of Alternatives

The siteahon m Chennans not uniqué A anmlar
scenano of shorapes and acute cnsis dunng the:
summer months¢ 15 common to other aibes of

India: The shorrage in momeipal water 1=
mncrezemply being filled by an sepansion of

= 'ai SUSTAINABLE CITIES pﬂ‘t'-il!:E companes who .'EL'f'f selhing ‘TFEtEI.-f-I}I
I AND COM HUHITIES, profit. Also common are the great inequalities

Sdstainable Bevelopment Goal (50G]
WL In.Lund.arg

Diseuss: Do you think this
would be o right slep? What do
you think would happen i the
gevernment withdraws from
the task of supplying water?

mwater use. | hesupply of water per personin
an urban arean India should be shout 155 hitres
per day (aboutseven buckets] —a standard set byithe Urban
Water Comnuszion. Whereas peoplen slums hate to mabke do
wiath iess than 20 hitres 4 dov per pecson (one bucket). people:
loning inlusney hotels mav consume asmich 251,600 Lrres (80
buckess) of water pet day

A shomge of mumemalwater B offen raken ae 2 sen of falnee
of the:-gevesnment. Some people arpue that since the
govermment 1¢ tnable to supply the amounnt of water that i<
needetd and manv of the mumapal water departments are
runmne 3t 2 loss. v shonld allow provate companies to take
orer the task of water supply. Accordie te them privats
gompanies caft periorm better

Consider the followng facts:

1. Throughour the world, water supply 15 a2 Tuncton of the
sovernment. There are very few instances of private water

Hippiv

Wmﬂhw&tppﬂhﬁﬁrmﬂtgm
Porto Alegte is 2 oty mmm-gnmﬂzmmrpummmm,wma

remarkable is !ﬁgin a far lower number of infant deaths as ¢

thht'mld.ﬂg

-----

Hnnnmmﬁn behind ﬂmmrmwmernﬂnhntmmﬂmm nfmuk:pt
low, and the poor are charged half the basic rate. Whatever profit-the department makes is used
to improve the water supply. The watking of the water department s transparent and people can
Mammhﬂﬂmwﬁﬁmmwm&mmw:m
of pubilic mectings, people hear what the managers have to say and alsa vote on their prioriti

e S0Cia| and Poditical Lie
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2. Thereare areasin the world wheee pablicwater
supplv has achisved wiversal acesss (ses Boz

bﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘ |

5.1 3 few cases. where-the responubibty for
water supply “was handed over to privete ;
compames. there was a stegp nsein the po ) I o
of water, making it unaffordable for many. |8 - _""‘\ :

Cites saw huge protests, with nots breaking & RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTIONy
& PRODUCTION

out in placés hike Bolivwia, forcing the

-

povernment 1o take back the sermce from
porvate hands

Sustzinzble Bevelopment Goal [SDG)
wwrsdn.undp.org

4 Withwe Indie there are ceses of successmgovernmentwater  Uiscuss the main idess in the
departments; thoush these are fesvin muimber and linfited to~ above section. What do you
think can be dope to improve

certmn areas of therr work The water supplv department m
water supply?

Afizmba rstegs enouph money through water charpes toCover
its: expenses on supplnog water In Hyderabad, asreport Do you think it s also

shows that the departiment has increazed coverape and impertant to conserve
resources like water and
¢lectricity, and to use more
public transport?

mmproved performance n revenue-collechon In Chenna
the department has mken several mntistives for harrestng
ramn water 1o iecrease the level of grovndwater Tt has al=o
used the services of povate companes for tfansporting and
distribuung: water but the government watsr suppiv
department deades the rate focwater ankees endgved them
permusiion to operate. Hence thes are called ‘on contzact.

MumbE's iR Einey o wal-kmonomng pable wansaar aysem (1 e the: SEnEesT IGUE in The Wikl anesing -85 lgkh pae2angen
&xily. Bvending o= 2 dTEme m‘_ﬂﬂI:- kilomEiE, MEws moei tame Sfien pEops g te Saey from MumiE 1 T s e e sy, N
tint v g most of howming ie gities owkiss [ peeabile (o e pvEngE winEss 19 U= o othe city

Chaplar 7- PUbic Felies e
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Extending Sanitation Facilities

“Lairina for ust' they exclaimed in astonishment.
"W go and perform our functions st in the open!
Latrines are for you big people.”

tanatma Gandhi recounting untogchabfes gricvanoes,
Aifhot Sanitabion Comemities, 1856

Besides safe drmking water, sanitation s 3 must in prevention of water-bome diseases.
However, the sanitation coverage in Indis is even lower than that of water Officidl figures
for 2011 show that &7 percent of the houssholds inIndia have atcess fn) Hnukfng witer
and about 53 percent have access to sanitation [toilet facilities within the premises of
mfdmc:l Onee again, it is the puprlmthip the rural and urbsan ar:nmm lack access to
sanieation,

Sulabh, a non=government organisation; has bean wurhng for nearly five decades to
atitiress the problems of sanifation facing low-caste, Inwlnmm peofile in India It has
constructed more than 8 500 cwimqrﬂw toilet blocks and 1.5 million hotsthold toilets,
giving atcess to sanjtation ua 0 people. The majority of the users of Sulabh
fatilities are from the poor working

Sulabh enters into eontracts with mnlnpﬂrirtm or other local authorites (o construct
tolet blocks with government funds. Local suthorities provide fand and funds for setting
up the services, wheress maintesance rosts are sometimes financed through user charges
(For example, 32'is charged for Ui of ‘the fatrines in the cities)

Next fime you see 2 Sulabh toilet, you might want 1o find out yaurseif how it functions!

Do you think that lack of
access to proper sanitation
facilities affects peoples
lives? How?

Why do yeu think that this
would impact women and
giris more scuiely?

s SoCiel snd Podjfical Lie
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The -amal Fresehatd slecuificenon stenda-al 9% petcanl in JiEd
[Seree Matmme! Fomdy Heaith Survey INFHE 5, 287025

Conclusion

Public facilities relare ta gur bisic needs and the Indian
Constitution recegnises the right to water, heath, educarion
etc as being a part of the Riéht to Life, Thus ons of the
major roles of the government is toensureadaguare public
tacilitizs tor evervons,

Bur, progress on this front has been far from satishactory.
There iz a shortage in supply and there are inequalities in
distribution. Compared 1o the metros and large ciues,
towns and villages are under-provided. Compared to
wealthy losalities, the poorer localities are underserviced.
Handing cver these facilities to privite companies may fot
be the answer. Anv solution needs to take aceount of the
important fact that stery citizen of the country hasa right
to these faciliries which should be provided 1o her/him ig

an zquitable manner,

ETll Crapier O PUDic FECiiiEs se—
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Exercises

I Why do you think there are so few cases of privale water supply in the world?
*, Do you think water in Chennai is available to and alfordable by all? Discuss.

3, How i the ssle of water by Farmers 1o water dealers in Chiennai affecling the local people? Do
you ihink focal people can object to such exploitalion of ground waler? Can the govemment do
anything in this regard?

4. Why are most of the private hospitals and private schools located in major cities and not in
towns or Tural areas?

5. Do yuu think the distribution of public facilitics in our country is adequate and ﬁiir?“ﬁw:*nn
example af your own o explain,

i, Take sume of the public fcilities in your area, such as water, electricily, ete. Is there scope fo
improve these? What in your spinion should be dont? Complete the i:ﬂ:lll:.

7. Are the above public Ticilities shared equally by all the people in your arca? Elaborate.

8. Data on some of he public facililies ate collected as part of the Census. Diseuss with your
teacher when and how the Census i mnducted.

9. Priviite educational insiitutions  schools; colleges, universities, technical and vocational triining
inslitutes are coming up in our country in a big way, On the other Hand, ediucational institutes rin
by the government are hm_:mmg relatively less important, What do you think would be the
impact of this? Discuss,

——— S0Cia] and Polilical Life



Sanitation: Provision of facilities for the safe disposal of human utine and fasces
This is done by construction of toilets and pipes to camy the sewerage and
treatment of waste water This is necessary o as to avoid contamination.

Company: A company is 3 form of business set' up by peaple of by the government,
Those that are promoted and owned by individuals or groups are called private
companies. For example, Tata Steel is a private company whereas Indian Oil is a
company run by the government.

Universal sceess: Universal access is-achizved when everyone has physical access
to d good and can also afford it Forinstance, 3 ap connection 3t home will allow
physical aceess to water, and if the price of water is low or s provided fres;
everyone will be able to afford it

Basic needs: Primary requirements of food, water, shelter, sanitation, healthcare
-and education necessary far survival.

Chapter 7 Pubic FRciilies  se—
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